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CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH
When Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, to announce that 
enslaved African Americans were free, the moment represented far more than the end of 
slavery for the approximately 250,000 people still held in bondage in Texas. While 
Juneteenth commemorates that historic day, its significance extends far beyond a single date 
on the calendar.

Over the generations, Juneteenth has evolved from local celebrations among newly 
freed communities into a nationally recognized opportunity to honor history, celebrate culture, 
strengthen communities and inspire future progress. The legacy of June 19, 1865, is not 
confined to the past—it continues to shape conversations, traditions and opportunities today.

Juneteenth Events to Explore in the Pittsburgh Area (five-minute read, explore links at own 
pace)
• This article showcases different local events in the Pittsburgh area with links to get tickets 

for each event.
• More events are listed here from Juneteenth Events 

Black Owned Businesses in Pittsburgh (explore at your own pace)
• This is an extensive list of Black-owned businesses in the city of Pittsburgh. There are 

restaurants, bars, and other community favorites linked.

History of Juneteenth (3:26 video)
• This short video produced by Iowa PBS tells the story of the day that became Juneteenth.

The Colors of Juneteenth: Why Red, White and Blue AND Red, Black, and Green Are 
Correct (15 minute read, multiple other links to videos and additional resources added at the 
end)
• This article explores the history of Juneteenth, the civil rights movement, and why it is 

patriotic to honor the past and celebrate the future.

Torchbearers: The Story of Pittsburgh’s Freedom Fighters (56:41 documentary video)
      This documentary produced by WQED Pittsburgh in collaboration with the 

     University of Pittsburgh shares the story of our city’s struggles during the civil
      rights movement and highlights the men and women who lit the way for
      generations that followed.

https://www.pittsburghparent.com/juneteenth-events-to-explore-in-the-pittsburgh-area/
https://www.juneteenthevents.us/pittsburgh
https://www.juneteenthevents.us/pittsburgh
https://www.visitpittsburgh.com/blog/black-owned-pittsburgh/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CI1HYZUqn2g
https://nbcit.org/the-colors-of-juneteenth-why-red-white-and-blue-and-red-black-and-green-are-correct/#:%7E:text=The%20Juneteenth%20flag%2C%20designed%20by,were%20freed%2C%20representing%20freedom%20nationwide.
https://nbcit.org/the-colors-of-juneteenth-why-red-white-and-blue-and-red-black-and-green-are-correct/#:%7E:text=The%20Juneteenth%20flag%2C%20designed%20by,were%20freed%2C%20representing%20freedom%20nationwide.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOJ86JyT-_E
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